range from "bench to bedside." It was the intent of the 22nd Annual ISTSS meeting to bridge that gap to the extent possible, by showcasing state of the art work in areas of interest to both clinicians and to bench scientists. These articles highlight the work that was showcased at the meeting and provide a unique perspective on the disparate directions that together are moving our understanding of the consequences of traumatic stress forward.
The third section concerns a particularly important, and long-standing, controversy in the field of traumatic stress studies. The National Vietnam Veterans' Readjustment Study (NVVRS; Kulka et al., 1990 ) was a seminal publication in the field, reporting on the burden of posttraumatic stress among Vietnam veterans. The NVVRS helped to establish that there were substantial and long-term psychological consequences of trauma and combat. However, there has long been controversy about some of the findings documented in the NVVRS, particularly surrounding the prevalence estimates of psychopathology reported in this study. Recently, Dohrenwend and colleagues (2006) from this session and represent some of the spirited discussion about this issue at the symposium. I hope the reader finds these articles informative and interesting and can draw her or his own conclusions, or perhaps as importantly, raise her or his own questions about the issues at hand.
Unfortunately, nearly three decades after the recognition of posttraumatic stress disorder as a pathology in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM; American Psychological Association), there remains much we do not understand about the etiology, epidemiology, and treatment of the consequences of traumatic events. The articles in this special issue amply highlight the questions, and challenges, of central interest to the field. Fortunately, as work in this special section of the Journal shows, there are practitioners and scientists who are dedicated to understanding, and mitigating, the consequences of traumatic events. That surely should be cause for optimism.
